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The District of Invermere is a community in eastern British Columbia (BC) in the Columbia Valley,
nestled between the Purcell Mountains and the Canadian Rocky Mountains, bordered by Lake
Windermere to the east, the Columbia River wetlands to the north and Toby Creek to the West.
The District occupies approximately 1086 hectares and is located at an average elevation of

about 800 meters (2625 feet) above sea level. It lies within the traditional territories of the
Ktunaxa Nation and the Secwepemc peoples.

For thousands of years, Indigenous peoples have used and occupied the lands in this region,
supported by its abundant natural resources (fish, animals, plants) and attractive climate. The

region today commonly referred to as the Columbia Valley includes lands that remain part of the
traditional territories of the Shuswap or Secwepemc peoples, and the Akisqnuk First Nation which
is part of the Ktunaxa Nation and its peoples. These lands are also the chosen home of the Metis

people of the Columbia Valley.

In 1807, on behalf of the North West Company, the explorer David Thompson built a trading post
in the valley close to the Columbia River near the future settlement of Wilmer, which is located to

the northeast of Invermere. This post was operated for many years and was still listed as a
Hudson’s Bay fort in 1856. In 1909, the future Invermere townsite was purchased by the Columbia

Valley Irrigated Fruit Lands Company, who selected the name Invermere, meaning “inver” - at the
mouth and “mere” - lake. 

Invermere was incorporated as a village on May 22, 1951. In 2008, the District became one of
several provincially designated ‘Resort Municipalities’ in the Resort Municipality Initiative (RMI),

which receives provincial funding for tourism development. Invermere’s economy has been
transitioning from one based primarily on logging and mining in the 1950s to a more diversified

one with a strong tourism industry.
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Here are some of the services the District of Invermere provides to its residents:

Water: Invermere is supplied drinking water from two drinking water facilities. The first is surface water
which is diverted from Goldie Creek and stored in the Paddy Ryan Lakes Reservoirs. It is then treated
with UV disinfection and chlorine. The second water source is a deep ground water well. The water is

pumped and treated at two reservoirs located under Mount Nelson Athletic Park. We also operate and
maintain 2 booster pumping stations, 11 pressure reducing stations, and 56km of watermains. 

Wastewater: Our wastewater is collected using 40 km of gravity sewers, 6.5 km of force mains, 3
syphon lines, 10 lift stations, and a vacuum sewer collection system. Once the sewage reaches the

treatment plant, it is screened to remove contaminants and then it passively moves through 3
aerated lagoons where micro-organisms break down the waste. The treated waste or effluent is

infiltrated into the ground. 

Curbside collection: All eligible residents receive garbage, recycling and, as of June 2025, the
addition of organic waste collection. Organics collection is weekly, garbage and recycling

collection is bi-weekly. The recent reduction in garbage collection aligns with other municipalities
across BC and Canada that have introduced weekly curbside collection. Residents who produce

more garbage than 1 cart every 2 weeks can utilize the transfer station free of charge. 

Public works: Construction, maintenance, cleaning and enhancement of streets, sidewalks,
parking lots, cemeteries, municipal buildings, storm works, dikes, boulevards, flowers, parks,

beaches, trails, playgrounds, sports fields and associated facilities.
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Recreation: We offer weekly seniors fitness classes and own 6 playgrounds throughout the
community as well as multiple green spaces to help keep our residents active and vibrant.

Events: Currently there are over 300 annual events that take place in the Columbia Valley and
the District’s Leisure Services department leads an average of 17 of these.

Fire protection services: Invermere Fire Rescue provides emergency fire and rescue as well as
fire prevention and public education. We support the development of a local FireSmart program

that follows the recommendations of FireSmart BC.

Planning and development: Long-term planning and vision for development in Invermere
through the Official Community Plan and the development approvals process. Through our

contracted Environmental Planner, we seek to balance human needs with the protection of our
natural environment.

Building: We review and issue building permits and inspect projects under construction and
administer the BC Building Code. 

Business: As a business-friendly municipality, we grant licenses and inspect business
operations to ensure public safety and regulatory compliance, including short-term rental

premises.

Bylaw: Bylaw education and enforcement is provided to help make our community a better and
safe place to live and play. Bylaw also provides dog control services.

Social: The District supports many not-for-profit organizations by providing grants, fee-for-
service agreements and permissive tax exemptions to enhance the well-being of individuals,

families and the entire community.
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It’s that time of year again - time for us to show you what we need for a corporate budget, and
what we plan to spend it on. It’s also the time for you to tell us what you think. Every year by law,

local governments must prepare a five-year Financial Plan in the form of a bylaw (a legally
binding document) which outlines expected revenues and expenses for the next 5 years.

The Community Charter requires a five-year Financial Plan to be adopted by May 15th of each
year. The Plan identifies proposed spending, funding sources and transfers to or between funds,
and establishes the District’s revenue and tax policies and objectives. Council must also consult

the public before the Plan is adopted.
Property tax rates are also set during the financial plan process based on how much revenue is

required to maintain Council approved levels of services to residents. The financial plan
adoption precedes the rate bylaw.

About the 5 Year Financial Plan

The Budget Steps
Council and staff consider the needs of the corporation, community trends, and expectations

against current corporate Strategic Priorities. This sets direction on projects, levels of service, and
overall direction to staff.

Managers propose operational and capital projects for their departments during several senior
management meetings. Operational expenses includes delivery of services and annual operating

maintenance and upkeep costs of District infrastructure, for example fire, bylaw enforcement,
snow removal, parks and trails. Capital projects then includes replacement and rehabilitation of

existing infrastructure like roads, sidewalks, water and sewer systems. The CAO (Chief
Administrative Officer) and DoF (Director of Finance) along with the managers review and

prioritize the projects.
The Committee of the Whole (COW), made up of all Council members, considers the staff

priorities approvals and determines what will be included in the draft financial plan. The draft five-
year Financial Plan package is prepared for the COW. The COW then recommends it be given first

reading by Council.

The Budget Book is a document that describes how the District of Invermere will use tax dollars
and other funding sources to deliver programs, services and infrastructure needs to the

community. In preparing the document, Council and staff consider the needs and
expectations of the community and corporation against current corporate Strategic Priorities.

This sets direction on projects, levels of service, and overall direction to staff. 
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Revenue Sources
It’s helpful to have a pie chart in this case
to graphically show where our revenues

come from. Approximately 33% of revenue
in 2026 will come from municipal taxation;

but as you can see, we are also
anticipating 33% of revenue in the form of
upper level government grants. There are
also several other revenue sources that

we depend upon, including sale of service,
developer contributions and earnings on

investments. 

PROPERTY TAX & ASSESSMENTS
Your property taxes are based on the assessed value of your property as determined by 

BC Assessment(External link), an independent third party who values all property in 
British Columbia. Your property’s assessment determines your share of District taxes. 

An increase in assessment doesn’t always mean a higher tax bill — 
it depends on how your property’s change compares to others. Taxes are calculated as:

Rising assessments do not always mean that property taxes will increase
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Where will your tax
dollars go?

The variety of places we spend our revenues to deliver the number of public services is worth
showcasing. Within each pie “slice” are many subcategories of expenditures used to govern our

spending for every service we provide.

Expenditures
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2026 OPERATIONAL PROJECTS
The municipal budgeting process is a planning tool that enhances your local government's

accountability and service delivery and sets out their legal expenditure authority. Local
governments must annually adopt a financial plan in accordance with the Local Government
Act and the Community Charter. The planning period must include the current fiscal year and
the next four fiscal years (five-year plan). Legislation establishes requirements and deadlines

for adoption of financial plans by May 15 of each calendar year.

The District's budgeting process is a year-round commitment, and public input is always
welcome as staff and Council build the five-year financial plan for adoption. 

WHY IT MATTERS
The financial plan is more than numbers — it’s a reflection of our community’s values. It

determines how we:
Maintain and improve roads, water systems and parks

Fund essential services like fire protection, transportation, utilities and infrastructure and waste
management

Support economic growth, safety and sustainability initiatives
Balance affordability for residents and businesses

OUR CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES
Planning ahead means making choices. We must balance limited revenues with rising costs,

aging infrastructure, and growing expectations for service. At the same time, we have
opportunities to invest in areas that strengthen Invermere — including renewing infrastructure,

enhancing the supply of attainable housing, lake health, and community safety while
enhancing the vibrancy of downtown Invermere.

The District's budgeting process is a year-round commitment, and public input is always
welcome as staff and Council build the five-year financial plan for adoption. 
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