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Frequently Asked Questions

What is the cost of the FireSmart Home Assessment?
The home assessment is completely FREE.

How much can I receive through the FireSmart rebate program?

The FireSmart rebate program covers up to 50% reimbursement for eligible FireSmart
work, with a maximum rebate of $3,000. This is a 50% cost-share program, for example,
$1,000 of completed work qualifies for a $500 rebate, and $6,000 of work qualifies for a
$3,000 rebate.

Homeowners completing larger upgrades, such as installing non-combustible roofing or
siding, may qualify for an enhanced rebate of up to $5,000.

What types of projects qualify for the rebate?

After your assessment, you will receive a detailed report from a Wildfire Mitigation
Specialist outlining recommmended FireSmart actions for your property. Based on these
recommendations, you will need to submit a rebate workplan for approval, outlining the
mitigation work you intend to complete. Only projects approved by the Wildfire Mitigation
Specialist, in your rebate workplan are eligible for the rebate.

Can | do the work myself and still qualify for the rebate?

Yes, you're welcome to complete the work yourself. Track your hours, as each hour is
valued at $32.00. This will be used to calculate your rebate within the approved limit.
Keep receipts of any supplies needed to

How and when can | book an assessment?

To book a home assessment, please register online through the District of Invermere’s
website. Bookings will open in March, with assessments running April-October. Please
note that we cannot conduct assessments if there is snow on the ground.

What is the timeline for rebate applications?
Applications are accepted from May to October. If you miss the deadline, you can
continue the work through winter and spring and apply when the next intake opens.

Do I need a follow-up visit for my rebate?

Yes, any rebate request totaling $500 or more will require a follow-up visit from a Wildfire
Mitigation Specialist to verify the completed work. For applications under $500, a follow-
up may still be necessary if before-and-after photos aren’'t met or don’t clearly show the
work completed.

Is there a limited number of rebates available each year?

Yes, funding is limited and awarded on a first-come, first-served basis starting in May. If
funds run out before your application is processed, you can resubmit the following year.
In past years, funding has been sufficient to cover all applications.

How many times can | apply for the rebate?
You may apply multiple times, but the annual maximum rebate per property is capped
at $3,000 or $5,000 based on projects.
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Can | apply for a rebate on a property without a home? " ’M\
No, only properties with a completed home that qualify for a
Wildfire Mitigation Assessment are eligible for the rebate. Bare Land
Assessments are available for undeveloped properties, but the rebate only applies once
a home is built.
llive in a Strata, do assessments & rebates work differently?
Yes, but only for Condo-Style Strata’s. This ownership type means you own the interior of
your unit and share ownership of all common areas. These Strata’s are limited to one
rebate per Strata, per year, up to $5,000. This will require a general assessment of the
Strata as a whole.

You can still request an individual assessment if your unit is a single-family, townhouse,
or semi-attached home. If your home is part of a multi-unit building, it's recommended
that the entire building be assessed as a whole.

How do | submit my rebate application?
Once you are ready to submit your rebate application, just contact us and we will send
you the rebate application checklist & form.

Who will have access to my home assessment and photos?

The home assessment and any photos are confidential, shared only between you, the
homeowner, and FireSmart Invermere. No third party will have access unless you choose
to share this information.

Will the assessment affect my insurance premium?
FireSmart Invermere does not share information with insurance companies, and we can't
provide advice on insurance matters. How you use your assessment results is up to you.

If | had a Wildfire Mitigation Specialist do an assessment last year, do | need another
one this year?

The District of Invermere recently changed the Home Assessment model to the Wildfire
Mitigation Program. If you had an assessment done in 2020-2024, it may need to be
updated/redone. WMS Home Assessments are valid for multiple years. In some cases, a
check-in may be required to confirm FireSmart practices are still being maintained.

Can | submit for a rebate if | haven’t completed all the recommended work?
Yes, but you need to follow the priority sequence of the work plan. You may submit
receipts incrementally if you prefer, but the maximum rebate remains per year.

What does the priority tier sequence mean?
The priority sequence indicates the order of importance for recommended actions.
Priority 1 actions must be completed first, followed by Priority 2, then Priority 3. For
example, if your plan recommends moving a firewood pile (Priority 1) before removing a
dead tree (Priority 3), completing Priority 1tasks first is necessary to qualify for the rebate
on Priority 3.

If you have any additional questions, comments or concerns,

please contact the Invermere FireSmart Team.
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