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REQUEST FOR DECISION




	TO:
	Mayor and Council 
	Date:
	March 16, 2021

	
	
	
	

	FROM:
	Rory Hromadnik 
Director of Development Services
	Meeting Date:

	March 23, 2021

	
	
	

	
	
	

	SUBJECT:
	Application for a permanent Change to the liquor licence held by Best Western Invermere Inn – Copper City Saloon

	
	

	RECOMMENDATION:
	
BE IT RESOLVED THAT COUNCIL receives the application to amend the liquor licence for Best Western Invermere Inn – Copper City Saloon by extending the hours of operation from 11:00 am - 2:00 am to 9:00 am – 2:00am.

AND FURTHER THAT COUNCIL directs staff to initiate a public consultation process to gather the views of potentially affected residents.


	
	


	CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER’S COMMENTS:

	[bookmark: Text27]     



	IMPLICATIONS OF RECOMMENDATION:

	GENERAL:

	The proposed recommendation would extend the hours of operation for the licenced area currently identified as the Copper City Saloon from 11:00 am to 9:00 am  The proposal does not affect the capacity or type of licence held by the Best Western Invermere Inn.

Council has the option of “opting in” or “opting out” of the public consultation process required by the Liquor and Cannabis Regulation Branch (LCRB).  Opting out would transfer the engagement and decision responsibility to LCRB.  The recommendation being proposed is to “opt in” and conduct the engagement process with District Staff.

Should the decision be to opt in, the engagement process proposed mimics the BCRB process and includes:
· A 30-day timeline for input.
· Notification of property owners within 100m of the Invermere Inn.  
· Posting of the proposed amendment details at the Invermere Inn.
· Posting of the proposed amendment details at the Invermere Inn on the Districts website.

The input will be gathered by staff and presented to council for consideration with respect to the 2-hour licence extension request.   LCRB will be notified of Councils decision to support or not support the proposed licence amendment.

The costs associated with the consultation process are the responsibility of the applicant.

. 

	ORGANIZATIONAL:

	The public consultation process is expected to require approximately 7 hours of staff time.

	FINANCIAL:

	There are no fees associated with liquor licence applications.  Advertising and notification costs would be billed to the applicant 

	POLICY:

	The District has no policy relevant to this application
directions.


	IMPLEMENTATION:

	Should the recommendation be supported, the engagement process proposed mimics the B.C. LCRB process and includes:

•	Notification of property owners within 100m of the Invermere Inn.  
•	Posting of the proposed amendment details at the Invermere Inn.
•	Posting of the proposed amendment details at the Invermere Inn on the Districts website.

The input will be gathered by staff and presented to council for consideration with respect to the 2-hour licence extension request.   LCRB will be notified of Councils decision to support or not support the proposed licence amendment.
 



	BACKGROUND:

	The Best Western Invermere Inn licence is in the process of being transferred to a new business, Begginnings, which is planning on operating a restaurant at the Saloon location.  The applicant, Charley Ion, is also in the process of amending the liquor licence from the Best Western Invermere Inn to Begginnings as well as adding a family food endorsement.  The family food endorsement would allow minors within a Liquor Primary Licenced establishment until a set time, 9:00 pm in this application.

The applicant is requesting the Liquor Licence change to match the regulation changes made by BC LCRB allowing liquor service at 9:00 am.

Should the local government decide to opt in, the Liquor and Cannabis Regulation Branch requires that the local government must gather the views of its residents who may be impacted by the application.  Council is required to consider and provide a resolution commenting on
· The potential for noise if the application is approved
· The impact on the community if the application is approved
· Whether the amendment may result in the establishment being operated in a manner that is contrary to its primary purpose.
· Views of the residents, i.e., if the licence amendment may affect nearby residents.
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	KEY ISSUE(S)/CONCEPT(S): 

	Extending the hours of the Invermere Inns Liquor Primary licence by 2 hours.  The amendment would allow liquor service from 9:00am-2:00am versus the exiting licence which Bud’s outdoor Patio from 12:00am to 2:00 am

	DESIRED OPTION:

	. 
Council could choose to proceed with the proposed recommendation and direct staff to initiate public consultation on the application to extend the serving hours on the Best Western Invermere Inn Liquor Primary Licence.

OTHER OPTIONS:

1. Council could choose to refuse to provide comment on the application (i.e., “opt – out”) and transfer the public consultation to the BC Liquor and Cannabis Regulations Branch.
2. Council could decide to refer the proposed recommendation to the Committee of the Whole for comment and review

	RECOMMENDED:

	Staff is recommending Council direct staff to initiate a public consultation process.


	COMMUNICATIONS:

	Notification of all property owners within 100m of the Invermere Inn, posting of the proposal on site and on the District’s, Website requesting input regarding the Liquor Licence amendment request.

The local RCMP have been contacted however no comments have been received back at this time.



	Prepared by:
	Rory Hromadnik,
Director of Development Services
	


	Reviewed by:
	Andrew Young. MCIP, RPP
Chief Administrative Officer
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